ACT TWO

Tb Scene represents the living room of SHEPPEY'S house at
CambermlL It is furnished with a suite in famed oak bought
many years ago on the hire-purchase system. There is a
shabby old cottage piano with yellow keys and a largs
grandfather's chair covered mth faded twill. On an over-
mantel above the fireplace are china ornaments. In the place
of honour in the middle of the mantelshelf is an old silver-gilt
snuff-box. The curtains are ofphtsb. Ths walls are decorated
with hand-painted plates., photogravures in gill frames and
enlarged photographs of family groups. It is stuffy and over-
crowded*

It is latish on Saturday afternoon. Just over a week has passed
since the events shown in the preceding act,

MRS. MILLER is sitting on a chair ^ darning socks, and her
daughter FLORRIE is at the dining-table, studying a French
grammar and writing an exercise.

MLS. MILLER is a stout, middle-aged woman, with a good-
natured, homely fate. She has kind eyes and a pleasant smile,
She is neat enough in her person, but she has been married loo
long to bother much bow she looks. FLORRIE is rather smart.
She mars a frock bought at the sales > artificial silk stockings
and very high-heeled shoes. Her short hair is permanently
wand. She is pretty, akrt and self-assured. She has been a
typist in the city, and is confident that there is little worth
knowing that she doesn't know.

MRS. MILLER: I shall 'ave to be thinking about getting
supper on the way soon.

FLORRIE: Oh, mum, how can I be expected to work if you
keep on talking?